HEREDITY.

proper authorities. His own researches are carefully
described, with the apparent assumption that they
were both profound and of tremendous significance.
He had, it appears, accumulated a vast amount of
material; and his method was to cut out slips from
newspapers, whenever they recorded any events in
his own family history, and to preserve them in a
mysterious cabinet. These investigations proved
that there was a decided family likeness running
through the descendants of a common ancestor. As
a general rule, they had all belonged to the class
"blackguard", From this result he inferred that
there was no Gocl and no soul His relations were
dreadfully scandalised : one was converted to his
views; but the others contrived diabolical plots for
setting fire to these marvellous collections and so
stopping the contagion of these dreadful doctrines at
their source, it struck me, I confess, that instead
of burning the collections, they would have clone better
to ask him what was the connection between -his
premisses and his conclusions, What was this
terrible, heart-paralysing truth which the poor man
had discovered ? Has any human being ever doubted,
since mothers were invented, that children are apt to
resemble their parents ? I do not personally re-
member the fact, but 1 should be prepared to bet, if
the point could be settled, that, before I was a month